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“China Model” of the Media:
Western Countries and the International Community’s Discourse Imaginations about China
Hou Hong, Zhou Jun
(Journalism & Communication Research Institute, Sichuan University, Chengdu 610064, China)

Abstract: As it appeared in the media in 2009, the heated discussions about the “China Model” among western countries and the
international community has already become characteristic of international media. It is in sharp contrast with phrases such as
“Yellow Peril”, “The Collapse of China” and “China Threat” usually heard in the past. The major turn revealed by this western
discourse construct and its significance in communication studies deserve to be highly valued and closely followed by China in
the rise and the Chinese media community. With this phenomena as the object of study, this paper first surveys the realistic
context of how this phrase is put forward and heatedly discussed, and then gives interpretations from economic, political, cultural
and mentality perspectives based on these texts. On this basis, this paper further analyzes, on the level of intersubjectivity, the
Chinese and foreign discourse construction reference of “China Model” of the media and its functional significance.

Key words: “China Model” of the media, discourse turn, communication ecology, media analysis
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