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Bureaucracy and Political Communication in the Qin &Han Dynasty
Pan Xiang-hui
(Zhejiang University of Media and Communication, Department of Journalism and Culture
Communication,ZhengJiang,Hangzhou,310018)

Abstract: Qin&Han Dynasty is the the period that bureaucratic system is fully
launched.In the the super-stable structure formed by the bureaucracy, the political
communication system and the bureaucratic hierarchy of mutual coupling, nesting and
strengthen. Bureaucracy to establish a unified centralized empire.Unified writing,
advanced transportation ,postal system and official document to maintain the empire
effective operation. But the huge and complex system of bureaucracy and the principal -
agent chain made the distortion of information Inevitably in the Qin & Han Dynasty.It lead to
"efficiency paradox" of Imperial governance: If there are’t independent systems of
information collection,then, the hierarchy more rigorous,the communication efficiency is
lower,and the more obvious negative features. This is also the the intrinsic characteristics
of the bureaucracy system.By analysis of the organizational structure of Qin&Han empire,
we can discover the internal relationship between political communication and the
bureaucratic hierarchy.

Key words: Bureaucracy political communication Qin&Han Dynasty
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