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What is the Reason for the Government to ""Manage' Media?
—An Analysis of the Relation between U.S Government and Media
XU Ben
(English Department, Saint Mary's College, California, U.S.A)

Abstract: The United States does not have any specific press laws, and the media is not
subject to government controlling without any propaganda authorities in charging of media, press,
and public expression. However, the operation of the American media is still on their own laws.
The United States Constitution's first amendment, as the Bill of rights is the primary law for the
freedom of press. Actually, the Bill of rights clarify the boundaries of government’s power by
using "negative" voice to make provision, in the meanwhile, the scope of civil rights is also
announced in this context. And the Declaration of independence is consistent with the law; the Bill
of rights has the features of "natural rights" as in the enlightenment era. Individual right is prior to
the State; individual right hence constitutes limitation to public right, and define the boundaries
between them. Therefore, what rights the individual should have, is unnecessary be granted or
announced by legislation. The U.S Government and media sometimes may have frictions, and the
manners about how the frictions are formed and dissolved in fact embody the American political
system and social values.
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